Growing School Segregation on
Long Island, NY
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Since the suburban boom of the 1950’s Long Island has been a region starkly
divided by race. Famous for having the nation’s first mass-produced homes, Long
Island became the archetype for postwar suburbs throughout the country.
Government sanctioned racism and discriminatory private practices, such as racial
covenants, redlining, and racial steering made whiteness a prerequisite to gain
access into almost all communities on Long Island, with the exception of a few that
became entirely African American. In many ways Long Island is the poster child for
America’s racial project that enshrined whiteness as the ticket to the American
Dream.
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Although Long Island has become more racially diverse (especially compared to 1960 when it was 97% white and
3% black), it continues to be one of the most segregated regions in the country. Although segregation between
Latinos and whites and Asians and whites is less severe compared to black-white segregation, the growing Latino
and Asian populations have increasingly become more isolated. This has resulted in growing school segregation
on Long Island.

Long Island’s 125 school districts mirror the racial segregation at the neighborhood level. The island’s racially
segregated and fragmented public school system has produced vast educational inequities between majority
black and Latino school districts and majority white and Asian school districts.

Maps and Results

Legend Racial Demographics of School Districts on Long Island, NY
2003-2004
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Data: NY State Department of Education Report Cards 2003-2004
109 Uniondale

1 Amagansett 13 Center Moriches 25 East Rockaway 37 Glen Cove 49 Island Park 61 Malverne 73 North Babylon 85 Port Washington 97 Seaford 110 Valley Stream 13

2 Amityville 14 Central Islip 26 East Williston 38 Great Neck 50 Island Trees 62 Manhasset 74 North Bellmore 86 Quogue 98 Shelter Island 111 Valley Stream 24

3 Babylon 15 Cold Spring Harbor 27 Eastport-South Manor 39 Greenport 51 Islip 63 Massapequa 75 North Merrick 87 Remsenburg-Speonk 99 Shoreham-Wading River 112 Valley Stream 30

4 Baldwin 16 Commack 28 Elmont 40 Half Hollow Hills 52 Jericho 64 Mattituck-Cutchogue 76 North Shore 88 Riverhead 100 Smithtown 113 Wainscott Common
5 Bay Shore 17 Connetquot 29 Elwood 41 Hampton Bays 53 Kings Park 65 Merrick 77 Northport-East Northport 89 Rockville Centre 101 South Country 114 Wantagh

6 Bayport-Blue Point 18 Copiague 30 Farmingdale 42 Harborfields 54 Lawrence 66 Middle Country 78 Oceanside 90 Rocky Point 102 South Huntington 115 West Babylon

7 Bellmore 19 Deer Park 31 Fire Island 43 Hauppauge 55 Levittown 67 Miller Place 79 Oyster Bay-East Norwich 91 Roosevelt 103 Southampton 116 West Hempstead

8 Bethpage 20 East Hampton 32 Fishers Island 44 Hempstead 56 Lindenhurst 68 Mineola 80 Oysterponds 92 Roslyn 104 Southold 117 West Islip

9 Brentwood 21 East Islip 33 Floral Park-Bellerose 45 Herricks 57 Locust Valley 69 Montauk 81 Patchogue-Medford 93 Sachem 105 Springs 118 Westbury

10 Bridgehampton 22 East Meadow 34 Franklin Square 46 Hewlett-Woodmere 58 Long Beach City 70 Mount Sinai 82 Plainedge 94 Sag Harbor 106 Syosset 119 Westhampton Beach
11 Brookhaven-Comsewogue 23 East Moriches 35 Freeport 47 Hicksville 59 Longwood 71 New Hyde Park-Garden City Park 83 Plainview-Old Bethpage 95 Sagaponack Common 107 Three Village 120 William Floyd

12 Carle Place 24 East Quogue 36 Garden City 48 Huntington 60 Lynbrook 72 New Suffolk Common 84 Port Jefferson 96 Sayville 108 Tuckahoe Common 121 Wyandanch

A Decade of Change: Racial Demographics of School Districts on Long Island, NY
(2003-2004 compared to 2013-2014)
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109 Uniondale

1 Amagansett 13 Center Moriches 25 East Rockaway 37 Glen Cove 49 Island Park 61 Malverne 73 North Babylon 85 Port Washington 97 Seaford 110 Valley Stream 13

2 Amityville 14 Central Islip 26 East Williston 38 Great Neck 50 Island Trees 62 Manhasset 74 North Bellmore 86 Quogue 98 Shelter Island 111 Valley Stream 24

3 Babylon 15 Cold Spring Harbor 27 Eastport-South Manor 39 Greenport 51 Islip 63 Massapequa 75 North Merrick 87 Remsenburg-Speonk 99 Shoreham-Wading River 112 Valley Stream 30

4 Baldwin 16 Commack 28 Elmont 40 Half Hollow Hills 52 Jericho 64 Mattituck-Cutchogue 76 North Shore 88 Riverhead 100 Smithtown 113 Wainscott Common
5 Bay Shore 17 Connetquot 29 Elwood 41 Hampton Bays 53 Kings Park 65 Merrick 77 Northport-East Northport 89 Rockville Centre 101 South Country 114 Wantagh

6 Bayport-Blue Point 18 Copiague 30 Farmingdale 42 Harborfields 54 Lawrence 66 Middle Country 78 Oceanside 90 Rocky Point 102 South Huntington 115 West Babylon

7 Bellmore 19 Deer Park 31 Fire Island 43 Hauppauge 55 Levittown 67 Miller Place 79 Oyster Bay-East Norwich 91 Roosevelt 103 Southampton 116 West Hempstead

8 Bethpage 20 East Hampton 32 Fishers Island 44 Hempstead 56 Lindenhurst 68 Mineola 80 Oysterponds 92 Roslyn 104 Southold 117 West Islip

9 Brentwood 21 East Islip 33 Floral Park-Bellerose 45 Herricks 57 Locust Valley 69 Montauk 81Patchogue-Medford 93 Sachem 105 Springs 118 Westbury

10 Bridgehampton 22 East Meadow 34 Franklin Square 46 Hewlett-Woodmere 58 Long Beach City 70 Mount Sinai 82 Plainedge 94 Sag Harbor 106 Syosset 119 Westhampton Beach
11 Brookhaven-Comsewogue 23 East Moriches 35 Freeport 47 Hicksville 59 Longwood 71 New Hyde Park-Garden City Park 83 Plainview-Old Bethpage 95 Sagaponack Common 107 Three Village 120 William Floyd

12 Carle Place 24 East Quogue 36 Garden City 48 Huntington 60 Lynbrook 72 New Suffolk Common 84 Port Jefferson 96 Sayville 108 Tuckahoe Common 121 Wyandanch

Data Sources: NY State Department of Education, The Long Island Index
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Legend Racial Demographics of School Districts on Long Island, NY
2013-2014
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Data: NY State Department of Education Report Cards 2013-2014
109 Uniondale

1 Amagansett 13 Center Moriches 25 East Rockaway 37 Glen Cove 49 Island Park 61 Malverne 73 North Babylon 85 Port Washington 97 Seaford 110 Valley Stream 13

2 Amityville 14 Central Islip 26 East Williston 38 Great Neck 50 Island Trees 62 Manhasset 74 North Bellmore 86 Quogue 98 Shelter Island 111 Valley Stream 24

3 Babylon 15 Cold Spring Harbor 27 Eastport-South Manor 39 Greenport 51 Islip 63 Massapequa 75 North Merrick 87 Remsenburg-Speonk 99 Shoreham-Wading River 112 valley Stream 30

4 Baldwin 16 Commack 28 Elmont 40 Half Hollow Hills 52 Jericho 64 Mattituck-Cutchogue 76 North Shore 88 Riverhead 100 Smithtown 113 Wainscott Common
5 Bay Shore 17 Connetquot 29 Elwood 41 Hampton Bays 53 Kings Park 65 Merrick 77 Northport-East Northport 89 Rockville Centre 101 South Country 114 Wantagh

6 Bayport-Blue Point 18 Copiague 30 Farmingdale 42 Harborfields 54 Lawrence 66 Middle Country 78 Oceanside 90 Rocky Point 102 South Huntington 115 West Babylon

7 Bellmore 19 Deer Park 31 Fire Island 43 Hauppauge 55 Levittown 67 Miller Place 79 Oyster Bay-East Norwich 91 Roosevelt 103 Southampton 116 West Hempstead

8 Bethpage 20 East Hampton 32 Fishers Island 44 Hempstead 56 Lindenhurst 68 Mineola 80 Oysterponds 92 Roslyn 104 Southold 117 West Islip

9 Brentwood 21 East Islip 33 Floral Park-Bellerose 45 Herricks 57 Locust Valley 69 Montauk 81 Patchogue-Medford 93 Sachem 105 Springs 118 Westbury

10 Bridgehampton 22 East Meadow 34 Franklin Square 46 Hewlett-Woodmere 58 Long Beach City 70 Mount Sinai 82 Plainedge 94 Sag Harbor 106 Syosset 119 Westhampton Beach
11 Brookhaven-Comsewogue 23 East Moriches 35 Freeport 47 Hicksville 59 Longwood 71 New Hyde Park-Garden City Park 83 Plainview-Old Bethpage 95 Sagaponack Common 107 Three Village 120 William Floyd

12 Carle Place 24 East Quogue 36 Garden City 48 Huntington 60 Lynbrook 72 New Suffolk Common 84 Port Jefferson 96 Sayville 108 Tuckahoe Common 121 Wyandanch

Analysis

No increase in diverse schools
e The number of diverse school districts remained the same.

Decreasing white population
 There was a large decrease in in the number of districts that are over 90% white, dropping
from 41 school districts in 2004 to 13 in 2014.

Growing Latino population
e All but one of the school districts that were majority black in 2004 became majority black and
Latino in 2014.

* 6 districts that were majority white became white and Latino.

Growing Asian population in majority white schools
* Three of the districts that were 70-90% White in 2004 became plurality white and Asian.

Increasing segregation

* 62% of the schools that were diverse in in 2004 became majority minority in 2014.

 The number of majority minority schools grew from 15 to 21 districts.

e The number of school districts with less than 10% white students more than doubled,
growing from 5in 2004 to 11 in 2014.
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